
 

 

 

 

State News Roundup  |  May 26, 2026 

ADI News 

ADI will host a timely briefing on Capitol Hill on May 27 at 2pm ET exploring how technology and talent 

initiatives are reshaping the federal workforce. The discussion will spotlight the Tech Force 
Program and its role in helping agencies recruit, develop, and deploy technical expertise to meet 
evolving mission needs. 

Featured speakers will include: 

• Kevin Hennecken, Director of the Tech Force Program 
• Eric Sidle, CIO and Chief Artificial Intelligence Officer for HUD 
• Kaydee James, Chief of Staff, Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Office, DoW 

Interested parties can register and find additional details here. ADI thanks Workday for its support of 
this event. 

ADI joined the Operational Technology Cybersecurity Coalition, Center for Cybersecurity 
Policy and Law, and ITI to send a letter to leadership of the House Committee on Homeland 
Security to urge continued support, advocacy and funding for the State and Local Cybersecurity 
Grant Program (SLCGP). 

ADI-member D-Wave signed a letter of intent with Commerce for $100 million in proposed CHIPS 
and Science Act funding to advance U.S. quantum computing capabilities. The funding would support 
development of D-Wave’s superconducting annealing and gate-model quantum technologies, including 

work at R&D facilities in Florida, Connecticut, and Canada. D-Wave said the funding would help 
accelerate delivery of advanced systems, including a 100,000-qubit annealing system and a 10,000-qubit 
gate-model system. Commerce officials framed the investment as part of a broader push to 
strengthen U.S. leadership, supply-chain resilience, and domestic capacity in critical technologies. 

ADI-member D-Wave’s Allison Schwartz recently published an op-ed in Well News explaining that 
quantum computing should be incorporated into the Genesis Mission to help address AI’s growing 
energy demands. Schwartz writes that rising AI adoption is straining the electric grid and increasing 

concerns about reliability, costs, and infrastructure timelines. She argues that quantum computing, 
especially annealing quantum computing, could complement AI by reducing classical compute needs for 
certain workloads and improving energy efficiency. 

ADI-member ServiceNow’s platform is being used by the Missouri Department of Social 

Services to modernize benefits and case management systems. According to the agency, the effort has 

already saved an estimated 40,000 caseworker hours per month in child welfare services alone, while 
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supporting goals to increase online application processing for Medicaid and SNAP benefits and reduce 

eligibility determination timelines. 

IT Modernization and AI News 

North Carolina Congresswoman Valerie Foushee introduced the State and Local Public Sector 
Innovation Act, which would establish a federal grant program through the U.S. Department of 
Commerce to help state and local governments modernize technology infrastructure, strengthen 

cybersecurity, and improve digital public services. The legislation would allow grant funding to support 
technology upgrades, workforce hiring and training, permitting modernization, and cybersecurity 
improvements, with 70 percent of state awards required to flow to local governments.  

Texas’ Regulatory Efficiency Office (TREO) has launched a new AI-integrated website designed to 

help residents and businesses navigate state regulations, permits, licenses, and compliance requirements. 
The platform includes an AI-assistant which allows users to search for state rules by industry, profession, 
or activity and connect with relevant agencies. According to the Governor’s Office, TREO has already 

identified more than 435 regulations for amendment or repeal across 11 state agencies, with projected 
taxpayer savings of approximately $123 million. 

Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves announced the release of the Mississippi Statewide AI Framework, 
which is designed to establish a coordinated approach to AI education and workforce readiness across K-

12, higher education, and career development programs. Developed by the AI Workforce Readiness 
Councilin partnership with AccelerateMS and the Mississippi Artificial Intelligence Network 
(MAIN), the framework outlines AI literacy and skill development priorities across 11 core domains, 

including ethical reasoning, cybersecurity awareness, and industry-specific AI applications. 

Lawmakers in Michigan are considering new guardrails for state government use of artificial intelligence 
as policymakers weigh both the opportunities and risks associated with AI adoption across public 
agencies. State Representative Jaime Greene (R) recently introduced legislation that would create 

an artificial intelligence governing board within the Michigan Department of 
Technology, Management and Budget to oversee proposed generative AI use cases and support a 
pilot program for state agencies. 

Minnesota approved $90 million to modernize the state’s aging human services technology systems 
used to administer Medicaid, SNAP, and other safety net programs, along with an additional $15 million 
for fraud detection technology upgrades. The package will replace outdated county systems that rely 
heavily on manual data entry and duplicate processes, which contribute to inefficiencies, processing 

delays, and administrative burdens for workers. The legislation also creates a permanent modernization 
fund for counties and tribal governments, as well as new advisory and legislative oversight bodies to 
guide future human services IT modernization efforts statewide. 

Denver, CO has launched an AI-enabled permitting platform designed to streamline application reviews, 
reduce administrative backlogs, and support faster housing development. The city is using Clariti’s 
CivCheck software to help applicants identify incomplete or inaccurate permitting information before 
submission, while also generating project summaries for city staff to accelerate review timelines.  

Cybersecurity News 

State cybersecurity leaders from Tennessee, New York, and Florida urged Congress to continue 
funding the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program (SLCGP) and maintain federal 
cybersecurity coordination efforts as states face increasingly sophisticated AI-enabled cyber threats. 
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During a House Homeland Security Subcommittee hearing, officials warned that many local 
governments lack the staffing, procurement capacity, and technical resources needed to defend against 

ransomware and nation-state attacks without federal support. 

State and local officials from Missouri, Kansas, and New Jersey warned that artificial intelligence is 
accelerating both the scale and speed of cyber threats, forcing governments to shorten vulnerability 
response timelines. At the same time, agencies are increasingly using AI-driven tools to support real-time 

monitoring, anomaly detection, vulnerability management, and broader cyber defense operations, while 
continuing to emphasize foundational cybersecurity practices such as patch management, multifactor 
authentication, and employee phishing awareness training. 

GAO Director of Information Technology and Cybersecurity David Hinchman testified before 
the House Science, Space, and Technology Committee that U.S. water and wastewater systems remain 
increasingly vulnerable to cyberattacks as operational technologies become more connected to internet-
enabled devices. GAO stated that utilities continue to face cybersecurity challenges tied to aging 

infrastructure, workforce shortages, uneven cyber capabilities, and limited funding, while also identifying 
gaps in the Environmental Protection Agency’s authority to enforce cybersecurity requirements across the 
sector. 

The Connecticut Department of Social Services and Gainwell Technologies disclosed a cybersecurity 
incident involving unauthorized access to a portion of the state’s Medicaid provider portal after threat 
actors used compromised Hartford HealthCare employee credentials to access payment accounts and 
download files containing patient information. The activity began on March 4 and affected approximately 

22,500 individuals, with exposed data including names, Medicaid claim identifiers, dates of service, billing 
information, payment details, and certain health insurance information. 

North Dakota officials are renewing cybersecurity warnings following a recent phishing incident and two 
major cyber events affecting local government entities earlier this year. Email security protections 

successfully blocked a phishing attempt targeting thousands of North Dakotans after a compromised non-
state email account was used to distribute malicious messages. The warning follows a ransomware attack 
that temporarily disrupted operations at Minot’s water treatment plant and a separate business email 

compromise scheme that defrauded Dickinson Public Schools of nearly $5 million. 

Workforce News 

California Governor Gavin Newsom signed an executive order directing state agencies to prepare for 
potential workforce disruptions tied to artificial intelligence adoption, including studying possible impacts 

on layoffs, hiring patterns, and workforce skills gaps. The order also calls for recommendations within 
180 days on potential updates to California’s WARN Act to strengthen early warning protections for 
workers affected by automation. 

Pennsylvania’s State Board of Higher Education launched new public-facing data dashboards 
designed to track higher education affordability, enrollment, graduation outcomes, and workforce trends 
across the state’s colleges and universities. These dashboards consolidate previously siloed data into 
categories including enrollment, credential attainment, affordability, institutional funding, and workforce 

supply and demand to help students, families, policymakers, and institutions better evaluate 
postsecondary outcomes and workforce alignment. The effort is intended to improve transparency and 
coordination across Pennsylvania’s fragmented higher education system while supporting broader 

workforce development and economic planning goals. 
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The Ohio Controlling Board approved $227,000 for the University of Cincinnati to expand the Ohio 
Cyber Range, a statewide cybersecurity training and testing initiative designed to provide hands-on 

cyber defense education and simulated threat environments. The funding will support new equipment 
purchases to strengthen training capabilities while helping prepare Ohio’s workforce for growing 
cybersecurity demands and emerging cyber threats. 

People on the Move 

Nevada named Michael D. Smith as the state’s new chief technology officer, where he will help 
implement the state’s technology strategy focused on modernization, operational efficiency, customer 
service, and coordination across executive branch agencies. Smith previously served as division chief of 

client services within the Nevada Governor’s Technology Office and has held multiple state IT leadership 
roles over the past decade. 
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